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Blood Brothers is a 1980 musical with book, lyrics, and music by Willy Russell. It is
one of the longest-running plays of all time, with the 1988 West End production still
running after nearly 20 years.

The play is a contemporary nature vs. nurture tale revolving around fraternal twins
separated at birth. The twins' different backgrounds take them to the opposite ends of
the social spectrum, one becoming an Oxbridge graduated councilor and the other
ending up on the dole and in prison for a while. Both fall in love with the same girl,
which leads them to the tragic conclusion. The central character of the show is their
mother, Mrs. Johnstone.
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